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SUBJECT: GENERAL MOTORS PROPOSAL TO GDR 

BERLIN 1226 (NOTAL) 

1. AT URGENT MEETING REQUESTED BY HIM JULY 19, DOELLING 
OF GDR CHAMER FOR FOREIGN TRADE (AHK) TOLD MISOFF THAT 
EAST GERMAN MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN ECONOMIC RELATIONS (MAW) 
NEEDED GENERAL MOTORS PROPOSAL WITHIN EIGHT DAYS. 

ACCORDING TO DOELLING, EAST GERMANS REQUIRED SOME SORT OF 
PROPOSAL RIGHT AWAY (UMGEHEND) AS THEY HAD TO MAKE THEIR 
OWN DECISION SOON ENOUGH TO PERMIT ACTUAL COMMENCEMENT OF 
NEGOTIATIONS DURING LEIPZIG FAIR WHICH STARTS SEPTEMBER 8. 
DOELLING CLAIMED TO BE UNAWARE WHETHER MAW HAD RECEIVED 
OTHER PROPOSALS. IDENTIFYING HIS MAW INTERLOCUTOR AS HERR 
OPITZ, DOELLING EXPRESSED HIS PERSONAL CONFIDENCE THAT 
GENERAL MOTORS PROPOSAL WOULD LIKELY TO BE THE ONE TO "GET 
ON BOARD (EVENTUELL EINSTEIGEN)". DOELLING ONCE AGAIN 
ALLEDGED THAT GDR DOES NOT AND CANNOT HAVE AT THIS STAGE 
DETAILED VEHICLE SPECIFICATIONS DESIRED BY GENERAL MOTORS. 
DOELLING CONCLUDED BY ASKING MISOFF TO TELL GM THAT, IF 
NECESSARY, HE WAS AVAILABLE BY TELEPHONE OR IN PERSON FOR 
ANY FURTHER DISCUSSION. 
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2. COMMENT. WE HAVE DISTINCT IMPRESSION FROM REPEATED 
DOELLING INQUIRIES THAT GDR WOULD PREFER AMERICAN TECHNOLOGY 
FOR THIS GDR-CZECHOSLOVAK-HUNGARIAN JOINT VEHICLE AND MAY 
ACTUALLY BE ANXIOUS FOR PRESTIGIOUS GENRAL MOTORS PARTICI- 
PATION. ON OTHER HAND, WHILE DOELLING, AS RESPONSIBLE 
OFFICIAL FOR AMERICAN AFFAIRS IN AHK, SEEMS TO HAVE COMMITTED 
HIS REPUTATION TO SECURING AMERICAN PARTICIPATION, OPITZ AND 
HIS COLLEAGUES IN MAW ARE PROBABLY MORE MINDFUL OF AMERICAN 
BACKOFFS AT TOGLIATTI AND KAMA RIVER AND WISH TO 
HAVE SOMETHING MORE CONCRETE FROM GENERAL MOTORS. IF THERE 
IS USG INTEREST IN GENERAL MOTORS PARTICIPATION IN JOINT 
VEHICLE PROJECT, WE SUGGEST THAT GENERAL MOTORS BE URGED TO 
DEVELOP AND FORWARD INTERIM PROPOSAL WHICH COULD AT LEAST 
SATISFY GDR NEEDS UNTIL LEIPZIG FAIR TALKS.BORG 
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